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PIRATE DAY IS HERE!  SATURDAY JULY 29TH! 

Our annual Pirate Day will be held on Saturday July 29th at the Portage Lakes State 
Park swim beach area from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm.  Family fun for everyone!   There 
will be boat rides to Pirate Island, a treasure hunt, costume contest, face painting 
and pirate crafts, food trucks and community vendors, knot tying demonstrations 
by the Sea Scouts, a Pirate Jeep invasion, pirates and mermaids, and SO much more.  
The Little Roaming Railroad will also be available for train rides at $3.00 per 
person.   If you have any questions or need any additional information please 
contact Dana Roderick chair of this event at d1687@hotmail.com.  It's not too late to 
volunteer, please contact Dana.    

 
 

 
The shoe drive has begun!  If you have shoes you no longer want, please donate to 
our cause of helping third world countries.  You can drop off shoes in person any 
Wednesday evening from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm.  A container has been put out for 
drop off any time at the Civic Center.  Connie Vaughan is the chair of the shoe drive.  
Please contact her at dreamcricket@aol.com if you need any additional information 
or need a pick up.  Many thanks EVERYONE that has donated so far.  
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On Saturday November 4th our club will hold a Quarter Auction fundraiser at the 
Barberton Moose which is on 31st Street in Barberton.  We will have local vendors 
like Color Street, Pampered Chef, Scentsy, etc to be present to sell their wares and 
each will be asked to donate a basket to be raffled off.  How the auction works:  You 
will bid on quality vendor raffle baskets with one to four quarters, depending on the 
retail value.  Bids are then collected in the basket provided and you hold your 
paddle up.  A randomly chosen number is called.  If the person with that paddle 
number placed a bid, he or she wins the item.  Numbers will continue to be drawn 
until there is a basket winner.    
 
In addition we will have a ticket raffle with baskets donated by club members and 
businesses in the community. There will be a 50/50 raffle and food available for 
purchase. The auction will be held from 4:00 to 7:00 pm with doors opening at 3:00 
pm for registration and vendor shopping.  Tickets will be $10.00 per paddle, and 
you can buy additional paddles for $5.00 each at the door.  Tickets will be available 
soon.  Mark the date on your calendar! 
 
We are asking for raffle basket donations from every member and also ask that you 
sell at least two tickets for the event.  We will need several members to volunteer at 
the event.  If you have any questions or need any additional information please 
email cathy.dietz61@gmail.com 
 
 
 

OHIO STATE RAFFLE FUNDRAISER 
There is only a couple weeks left to sell your raffle tickets. The Kiwanis Club of Columbus 
has offered all clubs in the Ohio District the opportunity to sell raffle tickets to make some 
money on a relatively easy fundraiser.   The raffle tickets cost $5.00 each and for every 
ticket our club members sell we retain $3.00.  So if we sell 500 tickets we will make 
$1,500.00...see easy money.  The grand prize is two tickets to the seven home games the 
Ohio State Football team will play. The seats are located in Section 22 , row 26 on the 45 
yard line. The drawing will be held in mid August.  Please see Steve Hess to get tickets to 
sell, he will have them at all Wednesday meetings.  You can email him at 
hess0910@aol.com to arrange pick up of tickets as well.  Please turn in sale money on or 
before August 9, 2023.  
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At our Board Meeting on June 28, 2023 we voted to accept the membership application of  
Debra Doan.  Debbie is the daughter of Tom Longworth one of our original founders, and 
Tom will be her sponsor.  Debbie has been around the Kiwanis family for many years and 
we  are honored to have her officially join our club. Welcome!  An Induction ceremony will 
be held this coming Wednesday, July 26th with Dale Dietz leading the ceremony.   
 

 
 
 

 
 
Our annual Fish Fry will be held at the Civic Center on Wednesday, September 6, 
2023.  Tickets are $20.00 each and can be purchased from President Larry Hunter. 
Please bring a covered dish to share.  Please make plans to attend and get your 
tickets soon, this is normally a sold out event.   
 

 

 
Many thanks to Chuck Seeley for arranging guest speakers for the next few months.  
*Wednesday, August 2nd, Dr. William Lanzinger will come in and speak on behalf of        
the Autism Foundation 
*Wednesday, August 9th, Cindy Bach from the Closet will come in and speak with us 
about their organization.  
*Wednesday, September 20th, Bethany McKenney along with the Executive Director 
of BACM (Barberton Area Community Ministries) Dorothy Somerville, will come in 
and speak with us about their amazing community support agency.  

https://www.google.com/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://clipart-library.com/fish-fry-cliparts.html&ved=2ahUKEwiAl6rVs6OAAxWjGTQIHWsDDaIQqoUBegQICxAB&usg=AOvVaw0kQd3WqVJMfHghfLRf620f
https://www.google.com/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://www.facebook.com/gaespta/photos/a.266476120745383/765178187541838/?type=3&ved=2ahUKEwiy0tfqtKOAAxWZLUQIHfG3CHkQqoUBegQIDRAB&usg=AOvVaw0Z5xLx7EUDU6J7tgsNdeVl


 
 

 

 
The Celebration of Life for member Betty Friess will be held at the Civic Center on 
Saturday August 12, 2023 from 1:00 to 5:00 pm.  Betty passed away on June 24th, 
please keep her family in your thoughts and prayers.  Betty's obituary can be 
viewed at newcomerakron.com  
 

 
 

 
On Wednesday, July 19th twenty eight members met at the Prime Vine Winery for a 
summer outing.  It was a very relaxing evening, the weather was great, and the 
scenery beautiful.  It was nice to support a local Portage Lakes establishment.                                
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16 members got perfect attendance for the month of June.  Each recipient received a 
pack of Sharpie Highlighters saying "Let's highlight how sharp you are for attending 
every meeting in June, Congratulations you got perfect attendance!" 

Gene Cole 
Cathy Dietz 
Dale Dietz 

Rosanne Edwardson 
Bob Fowler 

Juanita Gehm 
Al Grzeschik 

John Hercules 
Larry Hunter 

Anthony Ponikvar 
Marcia Ponikvar 
Dana Roderick 

Betty Seeley 
Chuck Seeley 
Frank Smith 

Stanley Vaughan 
 
 

 
BIRTHDAYS: 
      07/24  Tim Peterson 
      07/25  Bob Kansa 
 
CLUB ANNIVERSARIES: 
       Connie Nagy - 25 years 
       Joe Reinmann - 24 years 
       John Hercules - 9 years 
       Steve Hess - 5 years 
 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES: 
      07/11  Sam & Cynthia Reynolds 
      07/22  Stan & Connie Vaughan 
      07/24  Jon & Cassandra Freeman 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS / CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 
>July 26, Regular Meeting & Board Meeting 
>July 29, Pirate Day on the Lake, 11:00 am to 3:00 pm 
>August 2, Dr. William Lanzinger, speaker 
>August 9, Cindy Bach from the Closet, speaker 
>August 12, Dragons on the Lake Festival 
>August 12, Betty Friess' Celebration of Life, at Civic Center 
 
A LITTLE FURTHER DOWN THE ROAD: 
>September 6, Annual Fish Fry at Civic Center 
>September 13, Kiwanis Tower Dinner at Civic Center, 6:00 pm 
>September 20, Bethany McKenney  
>October 7, Rose Day 2023 
>October 11, Charter Party at Canal Grille 
>November 4, Quarter Auction fundraiser at Barberton Moose 
>November 17, Girls Night In, Holiday Event 
 
 
 
 

 
 
This is the very first member spotlight;  a new column in our newsletter.  Every 
publication will feature a club member with the hopes of getting to know our 
Kiwanis family better.  I will send out a questionnaire via mail and I'd like you to 
complete it and return it to me.  Participation is not mandatory but I really really 
would like everyone to join in. This will take quite a while to include everyone so 
please be patient. I'd also like a photo as several members live out of town and we 
don't see them very often.  Thank you in advance for your participation, Cathy. 
 
Spotlights will not be as lengthy as this first one, this one is very special as we pay 
tribute to our very own G.O.A.T, Mr. Thomas D. Longworth. 
 
 
 
Our very first member spotlight will shine on a very special person, Mr. Thomas D. 
Longworth, a 1951 founder of the Portage Lakes Kiwanis.  Tom was born at home on 



Caldwell Drive in Coventry Township in June of 1926.  His parents were John W. 
Longworth (1900-1973) and Myrtle (Pollack 1897-1965). He had one brother, John 
Robert (Bob 1922-2018). On his father's side there were nine children and on his 
mother's side there were ten children, so he had a LOT of cousins. Tom attended a 
one room school from 1932-1938 Kieffers in North Lawrence. There were six grades 
with one teacher and one row of desks per grade. There was a large furnace in the 
front of the room with outside toilets. There were no janitors and no buses, you had 
to walk to school.  He attended Coventry schools from 1938 to 1944 and enlisted in 
the US Navy at age 17, his parents had to approve his entry at that time. He spent 
two years in the South Pacific in the Marshall Islands. Upon returning home he used 
the G I bill and attended the Hamel-Actual Business College from 1946 to 1948 and 
worked for his parents during this time as well. Tom met his wife Joyce at that time 
as she was working for his parents as well.  He started working at Sandy Beach; 
amusement park, RV sales, mobile home sales, and the Marina.  He married Joyce 
Haralson on January 1, 1949. The night before the wedding Tom went to the 
hospital with acute appendicitis; he got married sitting down!  They had two 
daughters, Debra born in November 1953, now a retired RN and Renee born in May 
1959, now a retired dental assistant.  They have two grandchildren, Shawn Banner 
who works as a surveyor in Cincinnati and Kristina Banner who attends the 
University of Akron.  Tom retired in 1982 after working at Sandy Beach for 36 
years. He was also associated with the Robert Weed Plywood Company for 40 years, 
from 1966 to 2006.  Since retiring they did a lot of traveling and volunteer work; 
they spent 10 years with the American Red Cross in transportation, 20 years with 
Golf at Firestone in transportation, and 20 years with the All American Soap Box 
Derby in transportation.  For ten years they wintered in Florida living in a 42' 
trawler with twin diesel. Tom said traveling was his favorite hobby with trips to Fiji 
and New Zealand being their favorite and a trip to China being their least favorite.  
Some just for fun questions were asked; what is the last book you read and his 
answer was two; Harry and Mike Pompeo.  What kind of music do you like; and his 
response was 40/50's and some country.  What is a fun fact about you that not many 
people know and his answer was that he received his Pilot License before he 
graduated from High School.  Question; who inspires you and his answer was his 
father John W. Longworth and his Uncle Walter Warensford. Next subject KIWANIS! 
 
In October of 1951 it was decided that there was enough interest to start a Kiwanis 
Club in the Portage Lakes area.  The Barberton Kiwanis Club sponsored the newly 
formed PLK club. On October 10, 1951 twenty nine members, all men, were 
inducted and officers were elected and installed.  Paul Hohman was elected as the 
first President.  Their first regular meeting was held at the Walter Thornwell Inn on 
Manchester Road.  The Portage Lakes Kiwanis received their charter on December 
5, 1951 via a Western Union telegram.  Our Tom and his brother John (Bob) were 
two of those original founders.  Tom was Club Secretary for 31 years, Civic Center 
Secretary for 15 years, and Kiwanis Tower Secretary for 40 years; he also served on 



every single committee.  Tom has been a PLK member for 72 years now. He received 
the Kiwanis Hixon Award in 1995 and the Zeller Award in 2019.  Tom was 
instrumental in making the Civic Center a reality in 1973 and the Kiwanis Tower a 
reality in 1979. He saw the beginning of Rose Day in 1957 as well as our Santa 
Delivery on Christmas Eve.  In 1987 he also saw the first female members in 
Kiwanis!  Another question asked was; what have you enjoyed most about your time 
with the Portage Lakes Kiwanis and his response was the lifelong friendships he has 
made.  The last question asked was; what advice would you give to someone 
considering joining a Kiwanis Club and his response was 'the more you give to 
Kiwanis the more you will receive back'.  Tom has been so gracious to share some 
mementos of the past. The original member roster, a copy of the telegram advising 
the club they were officially chartered on December 5, 1951, minutes from their 
first official meeting, a program from the first Charter Night, and a few other 
documents.  The print is tiny but hopefully can be enlarged enough to read; they are 
fascinating. Tom's daughter Debbie has been attending our weekly meetings for the 
last few months and Debbie has recently joined our club.  Stop in any Wednesday 
and talk with Tom about the history of our club; his stories of the last 72 years are 
amazing.   
 

 
Mr. Thomas D. Longworth, Founding Member 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 



 

 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
ALL ABOUT PLK…Our club is currently meeting every Wednesday.  You can join us at 6:30 pm 
for dinner, which is catered by Lukity’s Restaurant, a full meal for just $14.00, or you can attend 
any meeting which begins at 7:00 pm.  We’d love to have you.  
 
We meet at the Civic Center, located at 725 Portage Lakes Drive, Akron, OH  44319. 
Telephone number (330) 644-8967. 
 
Our website is: www.plkiwanis.org and please check out and like our Facebook page too, 
under Portage Lakes Kiwanis.  
 
KIWANIS MISSION STATEMENT - Kiwanis is a global organization of volunteers 
dedicated to improving the world one child and one community at a time.  
 
Published on the first and third week of the month, Cathy Dietz, Editor.  

http://www.plkiwanis.org/
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